
REPLACING THE FUEL FILTER
 
The fuel filter (CASCO part # 9365) for your Thunderbird is located inside a glass bowl 
which is in the fuel line directly above your fuel pump on the driver's side of the engine 
compartment at the front of the engine. To insure that your car's fuel system is working 
properly, it is important that you periodically change the fuel filter.
 
When changing your fuel filter you will be working with gasoline. Please use caution!
 
I purchased my fuel filter from one of the Thunderbird parts suppliers who advertise in 
our newsletter; however I was told that it also can be purchased locally through NAPA. 
(Ed. note: CASCO substitutes a Viton seal with our filter, for ethanol compatibility)  
Make sure the new fuel filter comes with the rubber gasket for the glass bowl. The rub-
ber gasket slides over the filter element. The filter should have a bit of material protrud-
ing past the filter element so the rubber gasket presses against it and holds the filter 
element in place against the filter housing.
 
Before replacing the fuel filter, make sure that your car is on level ground and the en-
gine is not running. Now find the glass bowl. The glass bowl is held in place by a wire 
harness with a wing nut at its base. By loosening the wing nut at the base of the glass 
bowl, you can push the wire harness over to one side and remove the glass bowl from 
the fuel filter housing. Be careful to catch any gas that may spill.
 
The following tip is not necessary, but I found that it made replacing the fuel filter much 
easier.
 
Using a 1/2" and 9/16" wrench, loosen the two brass gas line fittings which connect the 
fuel filter housing on both sides to the fuel lines. You will only need to loosen the fittings 
enough to allow you to swing the filter housing upside down so that the fuel filter ele-
ment will be facing up, directly at you. Once you have rotated the filter housing, remove 
the fuel filter element. Next, install the new filter element with the paper side towards 
the fuel filter housing and install the new gasket over the filter element being careful not 
to fold or kink it. Make sure the gasket fits evenly in the recessed channel of the filter 
housing. Reinstall the glass bowl and place the wire harness back in its original posi-
tion around the glass bowl. Tighten up the wing nut so that the glass bowl fits snugly 
into the fuel filter housing. Make sure your gasket did not shift out of the channel in the 
filter housing. Turn the filter housing, with the glass bowl attached, back into its origi-
nal position so that the glass bowl is underneath the filter housing. Now re-tighten the 
brass gas line fittings on both sides, start the engine and check for leaks.

Thanks to Doug Stoessner for sharing this tech tip with us!

https://www.classictbird.com/Strainer-Fuel-Filter-Paper-1-Per-car/productinfo/9365/
https://www.classictbird.com/

